SWANIRVAR : RAKHI CELEBRATIONS WITH  GOVT PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

( The tying of colourful knot by sisters on their brother’s wrist)
On  19th August 2005  Rakhi was celebrated through Swanirvar’s  efforts in 97 govt primary schools , 5 SSKs , 4 primary and 14 pre-primary schools of Swanirvar involving a total of 15,220 children. Normally govt schools remain closed on that day. Only 3 out of the above 97 govt schools had celebrated Rakhi on their own before. This year also most other govt schools were closed. 

The planning for this event started on 23rd June , 2005 in a  meeting involving the SI ( Baduria East ) Shipra Ray , the leaders of the two teachers union  (Nikhil Banga Prathamik Shikkhak Samity of CPM and Pashchim Banga Prathamik Shikkhak Samity  of Congress ) and Prosanto Mondol of Swanirvar. 

It was decided that many schools would also put up a cultural performance on that day. So all through July and till mid August Swanirvar pre-primary teachers kept on making visits to various govt. schools teaching them songs, rhythm dances etc.

There were two more planning meetings  at the SI offices with teacher leaders in two circles on 3rd and 8th August. 

· On Rakhi day 

· Cultural programmes were held in 24 govt schools by the students themselves

· In 65 govt schools , Swanirvar Pre-primary and KKB teachers  were present to assist them with cultural programmes ; in rest of the schools other Swanirvar workers from agri and health dept were present.  

· In 35 govt schools , panchayat members and other villagers were present to participate and help ; in 1 school the WEC ( ward education committee) organized the programme. 

· Children of the 4 Swanirvar primary schools went around and participated in 20 govt. schools 

· Swanirvar spent about Rs.13,000  for the rakhi at a cost of Rs.0.60/rakhi 

· The schools spent about Rs.1/child for sweets. In some places this money was raised by the children themselves. In some schools the regular mid day meal was made a little special by serving meat or eggs.  

All India Radio –Kolkata A  made an announcement of this joint rakhi celebration event in their morning 19th August 7 AM local news ;  again after the day’s event  in their evening 7:50 PM local news , and in the next 20th August morning news. Anandabazar Patrika mentioned this is their “Events of the Day”. 

This has created quite a stir in the area . This makes our future interventions in the govt. schools easier. Many of the govt. teachers have demanded a regular input from Swanirvar teachers for cultural –performing arts classes. Some have asked to be trained so that they can do it themselves. The Pre-primary and KKB teachers have their roles cut out. 

30th August , 2005 

As reported by Prosanto Mondol and Sailen Kabashi   
